RISE OF EUROPEAN PIRACY          9

fought against pirates, though not in Indian
waters. The Company's ship . Caesar 9 Captain
Wright, bound from England for Bombay, was
chased off the coast of Gambia by five ships,
carrying each from twenty to thirty guns, under
French-colours. Wright had no intention of yielding
without a struggle, so put his ship before the
wind, to gain time for getting into fighting trim.
The Csesar was carrying soldiers, and there were
plenty of men to fight the ship. The boats were
cut away, the decks cleared, ammunition and arms
served out, three thousand pounds of bread which
cumbered the gun-room were thrown overboard,
and the tops were filled with marksmen. As soon
as all was ready, the mainsail was furled, and the
ship kept under easy sail. Before long the two
smaller ships came up, hoisted the red flag, and
began firing, one on the Csesar's quarter and one
astern. Soon the three other ships, two of which
Wright styled the Admiral and Vice-Admiral,
came up. The Admiral ranged up on the quarter
and tried to board, but was obliged to sheer off,
with the loss of many men and a bowsprit shot
away. The Vice-Admiral tried to board at the bow,
but with no better success, losing a foreyard and